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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Would you like a new beginning as we start this new year in January?  I know that I’m looking forward to a fresh new start for 2012.  It’s exciting to anticipate what God has ahead of us in the coming year.  The Bible tells us in Lamentations 3 that the Lord’s mercies are new each morning.  That’s a tremendous comfort to know that God awaits us each morning with a whole new set of mercies, and He’s ready to apply them to our lives.  It also tells me that I’m going to be in need of those mercies each day; otherwise, there would be no reason for God to provide them each and every day.  How will the Lord extend His mercies and blessings on your life in the coming year?  How will He pour them out on us as a church at Salem?  

At our first meeting in 2012, the new Church Council will be looking at the year’s calendar and planning ministry for the upcoming year.  This is an exciting and important time in the life of our church.  We will be meeting on Sunday, January 29, starting at 4:00 p.m.  If the Lord has been speaking to your heart about the nature or direction of our ministries, please speak to one of the council members related to that ministry before this planning time.  Any church member is welcome to attend and give voice at all our council meetings.  However, this one is particularly important to our year’s ministry.  For this reason, I’ve included all the members on the new council so that you will know who to pray for and to whom you could speak.  Please do pray regularly for these leaders who have agreed to serve our congregation in these ways.  There is nothing more important you could do for us as a church than to pray for our leaders, members, and ministries.  We must depend upon God.  We must depend upon God in prayer.  Prayer and the Scriptures are the only way for us to receive the nourishment we need from Jesus.  Please pray hard and consistently! Please pray with all your heart.  

I’ve also included a schedule for the upcoming sermon series I’ll be preaching in January.  Please pray for me as I prepare and for our congregation as we prepare and worship together.  Pray we receive everything God has for us.





Upcoming Sermon Topics:

· January 8th-How should Christians behave politically?: 
Is American Exceptionalism Acceptable? 

· January 15th-How should Christians behave politically?: 
Is God a Democrat or a Republican?

· January 22nd-How should Christians behave politically?: 
How Rich Is Too Rich?
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Sunday January 29, the Church Council will conduct our yearly planning meeting at 4:00 p.m.  Church Council members are expected and everyone else is invited.  Together we will prayerfully discern where God is leading Salem church as well as set major dates for 2012.  A simple meal will be served for supper. This takes the place of our regular January Church Council meeting.
2012 Church Council
Salem United Methodist Church

 (Approves financial decisions, direction and major ministries):

Council Chairperson-Woodie Wilson

Vice-Chair of Council-Jerry Cox

Lay Leader-Ricky Cratt

Pastor-Steve Smith

Children’s Minister-Brigitte Morris

Youth Minister-Jody Paramore

Minister of Music-Donna Lou Edwards

Lay Delegates to Annual Conference:

Josh Brown, Grace Foster

Evangelism Chairperson-Betty Wilson

Outreach Chairperson-Peter Boettger

Nurture Chairperson-Angie Bennett

Finance Chairperson-Jill Carraway

Treasurer-Julia Case

Sunday School Superintendent-Katrina Hinson

Presidents of:

UMM-Joseph “Smitty” Smith

UMYF-A. J. Carroll

UMW-Joyce McRoy

Staff/Parrish Relations Committee-Mindy Stoica

Worship Committee Chairperson-Donna Lou Edwards

Trustees Chairperson-Charles Smith

Recording Secretary-Melissa Mayo

Web Committee Chairperson-Charles Rankin

At Large Members (term expires year noted):

         2012
                 2013

              2014

   
Tom Daniel
        
Al Carroll
   Frances T. Edwards

Angela Parker     
Melissa Mayo       
Kevin Mayo

Nathan Gminder     
Jerry Cox
          
Jason Barnett
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Salem United Methodist Women wish to thank everyone who supported our Holiday Helpers fundraiser in such a wonderful way.  With your help, we were able to raise $4043.37 for missions!  We could not have done it without you.
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
[image: image4.png]


When the weather outside is frightful and the fire is so delightful, we encourage you to make safe decisions. Be aware that it isn’t just the roads that may be slippery, so will the steps, sidewalks and parking lots. On Sunday mornings when there has been bad weather, Pastor Steve, the Church Council chair, and the chair of Trustees will determine if worship will take place or be cancelled. Tune into Channel 7 or Channel 9 for closing announcements or call the church office where a weather message will be available once the decision is made. For weekday programs or meetings, we will follow the lead of Pitt County Schools:  no school that day or early release due to weather means there won’t be any meetings or programs at Salem Church that evening.  
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PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST!
The Outreach Committee invites you to a pancake and sausage breakfast on Saturday January 7 at 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  The meal is all you can eat and donation only.  All proceeds will go to benefit the Golden Cross fund at Salem Church.  This fund helps meet the needs of people in our community who have fallen on hard times.  This is a worthy cause.  The next person we help could be your neighbor or someone you know!

A New Year’s Prayer

May God make your year a happy one! Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, but by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes. Not by making your path easy, but by making you sturdy to travel any path. Not by taking hardships from you, but by taking fear from your heart. Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, but by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows. Not by making your life always pleasant, but by showing you when people and their causes need you most, and by making you anxious to be there to help. God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead.

Amen.
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**REACH 42 JANUARY NEWS**

www.reach42.com
Regular Weekly Meetings (open to all youth in grades 6-12)
Sundays @ 5 p.m.-whole group meets together Wed. @ 6:30 p.m. (small groups)-guys meet with Jody, girls meet with his wife (Stephanie);

Sunday School @ 10 a.m. -Kim Smith and Jody will be teaching the Sr. High a Jan. series called “Don’t Check Your Brains at the Door”

*If you can only come to one meeting, please join us on Sunday Nights!

Parent Meeting (Sunday, January 15th, @ 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall) -youth will still meet/eat at 5 in Paramore Building with other adult volunteers.
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1st Timer Special--Camp Bigstuf (Panama City, FL / July 22-27, 2012)
Reach 42 is going on a road trip this summer for an adventure Salem's youth will not want to miss!  Since this is our first time going to Bigstuf, we’re giving families a price break opportunity making it even more affordable.  Reach 42 will pay ½ of the $50 non-refundable deposit.  This is a $25 value bringing the total cost of the trip to only $325/person which includes all lodging, food, and camp materials!   Most weekly camps cost about twice that amount and this camp is at the beach in Florida!  Take advantage of this offer and turn in your $25 non-refundable deposit to Jody by January 22nd.  Find more about the camp at www.bigstuf.com.

 

January Teaching Series:  "GodView"
What comes to mind when you think about God? Who do you believe God is? How do you believe God interacts with you personally and with your world? These are questions we are going to be addressing.  While we can never really know everything about God—because He’s that big and that mysterious—the things we can learn about Him shape the way we respond to whatever life brings. That’s why author A.W. Tozer said, "What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.”

Winter Jam 2012 @ RBC Center, Raleigh (Sat., Jan. 7th, meet @ Salem - 3 p.m.)    Cost:  $15 (this does not include money for food @ RBC Center) Winter Jam 2012 is coming to Raleigh, January 7th, at the RBC Center!  This youth event includes various artists & speakers featuring: Skillet, Sanctus Real, Peter Furler, Kari Jobe, Building 429, Newsong, Group 1 Crew, Dara Maclean, We as Human, & For King and Country!

Stop Hunger Now Event @ Salem (Sun. Jan. 22nd, meet @ Salem-12:30 p.m.)  Reach 42 will be participating in Salem’s Stop Hunger Now rice bagging event on Jan. 22nd.  We will have lunch together after the 2nd service at 12:30 p.m. in the Paramore Building.  We will then help set up and participate in the event the remainder of the afternoon.  We will not have our regular 5 p.m. meeting due to this event. 

 Pack 785 is looking forward to 2012 and the exciting new things that we will learn and experience!  In December, we entered a trailer in the 2011 Greenville Jaycees Christmas parade (see our bulletin board outside the church office), held an awards ceremony where every scout was awarded beltloops, pins or patches and completed a year-end service project.  January will find us working on pinewood derby cars, preparing for our “Scouting For Food” program and starting our yearly first aid / CPR and bike safety training.  If you know of a young man in grades 1-5, let him know that Pack 785 is having a fun, learning experience at Salem UMC and we would love to have him join us.  Now would be a great time to join in order to experience the fun projects, training and camping trips we have planned for 2012!
Join us at the Stop Hunger Now "bagging" event on January 22 at 2:00 p.m. at SUMC.  We will bag meals for 10,000 people at a cost of 25 cents each.  Anyone from age 5 upward is welcome.  We will need 40-50 volunteers for unloading, setting up, assembly, etc. Set up takes an hour and then bagging is 2 hours. Financial help is needed and welcomed as well. 

We need to know the number of volunteers that we can expect! Come with your family, your Sunday School class or other church group, invite neighbors and friends. You will be blessed as you are blessing others. Please contact  Peter Boettger BOETTGERP@ecu.edu /(717-5387) or Sandy Cohoon (321-0936)/ cohoon@pobox.com.
THE FLOWER CHART for 2012 is posted on the bulletin board behind the sanctuary. Please sign up for the Sunday(s) you wish to provide flowers, first come, first serve. Thank you. 
KIDS 4 JESUS WILL RESUME ON JANUARY 11TH
THERE WILL BE A K4J WORKERS MEETING ON JANUARY 4TH AT 6:30 P.M.
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